COMPREHENSION STRATEGY LESSON PLAN

Strategy: Summarize and Synthesize
Lesson: Synthesizing Our Thinking In Fiction
Lesson Focus: 

· Students will notice how their thinking about a story changes as they read.

· Students will synthesize big ideas and lessons from a story.
This lesson was developed from ideas in Reading with Meaning by Debbie Miller (pg. 168-180)
	Lesson Component
	Lesson Notes

	Preparation

· Anchor charts, student materials

· Additional texts
	· Butterfly House by Eve Bunting
· Anchor chart (to add thinking to as go through so kids can see at end when go back to seats); graphic organizer
· paper for writing/drawing

	Connect/Engage

· Explain strategy/practice and how it/they will be used

· Engage students in the lesson

· Build/activate background knowledge and interest in the text to be read
	Today we will be reading a wonderful book called “Butterfly House” and of course it’s all about butterflies!  I know we have been reading a lot of nonfiction books about butterflies and caterpillars but today we are going to be reading a fiction book, but there could be lots of useful and accurate information in here.  Now I don’t want to give the book away but I will tell you it’s about a little girl who saves a larva of a butterfly from getting eaten, builds a butterfly house, and takes care of it until it becomes a butterfly.   If you saved a larva you found, how would you take care of it? How would you create a butterfly house? Turn and talk  

As we read, we are going to think – what is this story really, really, really all about.  It’s fiction so it’s about more than how to take care of a butterfly.  It’s about lessons about life!  What does author want us to think about when we’re finished reading? We’ve been talking about big ideas in stories, authors lead us there throughout the story; we don’t get there all at once.  
Remember our story about the Lion and the Mouse from Aesop’s Fables we read last week.  I didn’t know the Lion and the Mouse was really about being kind and how help can come from anyone at the beginning of the story. I just thought it was about a hungry lion eating a mouse.   We change our minds of what it’s really about as we read.  Understanding what we read is all about changing our minds and adding new things as we go!  We call this synthesizing. It’s like a caterpillar becoming a butterfly.  At first we just think it’s a simple caterpillar, but as we watch its metamorphosis, as time goes by it develops into something spectacular.  When we really understand a story, we say we synthesize our thinking about it.  That means we put it all together.  
Begin reading “Butterfly House”.  

	Model 

Read aloud small chunks of text and thinks aloud use of strategy(ies)

Record  thinking (sticky notes, anchor chart)

Turn and talk 
	Stop at bottom of page 4 “Ok so I’m thinking the story is about a girl and her grandpa who are interested in science and nature and butterflies.  I’m going to go ahead and write that down on my chart so I can see how my thinking changes and grows as I read the book. How about you turn and talk about what you think it’s about.” Rotate around the rug to hear students’ comments and maybe have a few share out with others.
Stop at bottom of page 10 “Whoa! My thinking has changed!  I was thinking it was about people interested in science, but now I see that she isn’t just interested, she really cares about the caterpillar.  I can tell from the pictures as well that she thinks about its feelings, because she wants to make it a beautiful place to live.  Ok so now I am thinking it’s about the care and love that goes into taking care of even the smallest living things and the responsibility of doing so.  I’m going to add that to my chart.  I want you to turn and talk about what you are thinking now.”  Rotate around the rug to hear students’ comments and maybe have a few share out with others.

	Guided Practice
· Continue to read aloud and guide students to use strategy(ies) and record their own thinking

· Turn and talk for students to share, support each other

· Teacher circulates, prompts, praises, assesses

· Choose children to share their thinking as examples for all
	Pass out clipboards and graphic organizer.  Note that graphic organizer has the same icons about metamorphosis that the Anchor Chart does and reiterate how butterfly changes are like the changes in our thinking.  Have students jot down what they were thinking about the beginning of the story and what they are thinking now.
Stop at bottom of page 20 – “Aww…this part has changed my thinking.  I can understand how she feels letting go of something you have taken care of and loved.  Now my thinking has changed.  I’m thinking the story is about things changing and letting go of them because you love them enough to do so.” Record that on the chart. Then let them T&T, then write. Rotate around the rug to hear students’ comments and maybe have a few share out with others.
Stop at page 22 – “Oh, I didn’t expect this part to be about when she’s old!   Has your thinking of what it’s about changed?  What are you thinking it’s about now?  (Students turn and talk; won’t write)  

Read to end of book.  Have students turn and talk and jot about their thinking on the back of their sheet.  Don’t share out.  Then send the students off to write/draw their thinking on a new sheet, focusing on the biggest ideas about the story.  “You have so much thinking about the ending of this story – If you are ready go back and draw and write about it on paper – Synthesize what you now think the whole story is about – the message Eve Bunting wants us to learn.  If you still need some time stay on the carpet with me.”

	Independent Practice  

· Students use strategy(ies) and record as they read 

· Teacher confers - circulates, prompts, praises, assesses
	Some students will go back to their seat or a spot around the room and begin working.  Other students will stay on the carpet for further guidance from the teacher to help them focus on the big idea of the book.  Once they feel more comfortable and have a clearer understanding they will begin their work.  The teacher will rotate around the room to confer. 


	Whole Class Sharing

· Students return to rug and share how they used the strategy(ies)/practice and share new learning/big ideas

· Teacher provides closure


	Gather students back on the rug.  Select a few students to share some of best and different examples heard/helped develop during conferring.  Students will prompt their peers to ask questions, make comments and connections. 
Sum up about synthesis.  Review what we did. “Wow, you guys were excellent readers today.  So I’m thinking synthesis is sort of like the metamorphosis of a caterpillar into a butterfly!  It keeps growing, it changes, and finally it becomes something you might not even have suspected at the start.”
“Guess what? We can synthesize what we learn from more than one place!  How did reading this story change or add to your thinking about taking care of our caterpillars?  How did this story add to what you already know about butterflies?  Did this teach you more about caterpillars?” Take some ideas.  

	Additional Notes
	Extensions to this reading strategy lesson will be done in small group to gauge the individual needs of my students.  If more whole group lessons are necessary then I can decide from students’ performance during small group lessons. 
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