COMPREHENSION STRATEGY LESSON PLAN

Strategy: Infer and Visualize
Lesson: Inferring Meaning in Poetry

Lesson Focus: 
· Students will use background knowledge and text clues to make inferences in poems. 
· Students will talk, write, and/or draw to help infer meaning.

· Students will enjoy poetry as they discover more about its characteristics. 
This lesson was developed using Lesson 12, “Infer Meaning,” from The Primary Comprehension Toolkit (Harvey and Goudvis).
	Lesson Component
	Lesson Notes

	Preparation

Anchor charts, student materials

Additional texts
	· “Things” from Honey I Love and Other Love Poems by Eloise Greenfield

· Select 3 different poems and place on large white butcher paper or construction paper (enough for 10 partner groups)
· Chart paper for inferring anchor chart and “Things” poem to be posted on
· Sticky notes and clipboards 

	Connect/Engage

Explain strategy/practice and how it/they will be used

Engage students in the lesson

Build/activate background knowledge and interest in the text to be read
	· Share the cover of the book and flip through poems while explaining to the students that the book is a collection of poems all by Eloise Greenfield.  Teacher will say, “Remember how we read one of her poems Honey, I love.” Turn and talk: “What do you already know about poetry?” Teacher will rotate around carpet area and listen to students responses.
· Share students’ responses.  Emphasize that poetry sounds different from stories.  
· Set purpose for today’s lesson… “Today we are going to look deeper into this poem I have selected, “Things.”  I am going to read the poem first and then we are going to read it together.  Once we get done reading it a few times we are going to use our background knowledge and clues from the text to understand what Eloise is saying in her poem.”
· Read the poem once to the students.  Then echo read.

	Model 

Read aloud small chunks of text and thinks aloud use of strategy(ies)

Record  thinking (sticky notes, anchor chart)

Turn and talk 
	· Teacher will say “Let’s think about this poem for a minute.  Poetry doesn’t always give the reader all of the information we need to understand – we have to figure it out on our own.  We call that inferring.
·  For example, I have a question. What happened to the candy? You may know the answer, but the poem doesn’t tell us.  You have to infer.  Who thinks they know?”  “Let’s take a look at that part.  Right, here where it says Bought me some candy/Ain’t got it no more; it doesn’t say what she did with the candy.  It only says she doesn’t have it anymore.  What makes you think she ate it?”
· “You knew that the candy didn’t just disappear.  She ate the candy, because that’s what you do with candy.  Inferring is taking your background knowledge and adding clues from the text to figure something out.  I am going to write the word clue next to the words that helped me.  We just inferred that she ate the candy.  The author didn’t tell us that!  We infer that she ate the candy because of the clue in the poem and what we know about what we do with candy!  I am going to write I infer on the chart so we can remember what the word means. (I also am going to mark it on the chart next to the poem with a line pointing to that stanza I infer she ate the candy and draw a piece of candy.)

	Guide

Continue to read aloud and guide students to use strategy(ies) and record their own thinking

Turn and talk for students to share, support each other

Teacher circulates, prompts, praises, assesses

Choose children to share their thinking as examples for all
	· Teacher will say, “Now you are going to get a chance to draw or write what you infer is going on. Let’s all read the next part together and find clues that will help us infer what is going on.”
· Pass out clipboards and sticky notes
· Class will chorally read second stanza.  “I want you to infer what happened to the sandhouse/sand castle.  I want you to write and draw what you think happened to the sandhouse.”  Teacher will rotate around monitoring students’ responses and prompting those who need a little help.

· Gather students back together.  Teacher will say, “Ok, now turn and talk and share your inference with a partner.”  After kids turn and talk invite a few to share to the entire class.  Post some of the kids’ sticky notes next to the part of the poem. 
· Teacher will say, “I’m going to write the word clue next to this part of the poem, where it says Built me a sandhouse/Ain’t got it no more.  Those words are a clue about what happened to the sandhouse.  We used our background knowledge to infer that the sandcastle disappeared because it was washed away by the waves or someone stepped on it!  I am also going to record my inference on the chart next to the poem.” (write an I for infer and write ‘The water washed it away.’)
· Class will chorally read the rest of the poem together.  Ask students to turn and talk about what is different at the end of the poem. (She still has the poem.)  Then ask them to infer why – what happened at the end of the poem. Students will write/draw their inferences on another sticky note and then turn and talk Have a few students share their thoughts. Add sticky notes to the chart.  

	Collaborative and/or Independent Practice  

Provide choices of text for students at different levels, or ways for all students to access core text

Students use strategy(ies) and record as they read 

Teacher circulates, prompts, praises, assesses
	· “Now you’ll get a chance to choose another poem and see if you can infer what the poet is saying to us.  (Show each poem and very briefly introduce it:  title, author, and a couple of words of what it’s about.)  Explain how students will write and draw their inferences right on the paper with the poem like I did.  Students will choose a poem with their partner (only 3 choices to promote commonality during share time).    
· Students will practice in pairs in order to promote collaboration and discussion.  They will write and draw their inferences around the poem. 
· Teacher will circulate around the room ensuring that students are stopping, looking for clues, and using their background knowledge to make inferences

	Whole Class Sharing

Students return to rug and share how they used the strategy(ies)/practice and share new learning/big ideas

Teacher provides closure


	· Have students bring their poems and papers to the carpet.  Have students sit near other partners that had the same poem.
· Review procedures/expectations for share time (anchor chart from previous lessons). Teacher will say, “Turn and talk to someone new (not their partner but someone who had the same poem) about what you inferred from your poem.” Rotate around as they share to find a few students to share with the entire group as an example after they turn and talk. 
· Then have each group of students who have the same poem chorally read the poem aloud to the entire class so everybody understands what the poem is about.  Call on a few students to share, and allow opportunities for students to pose questions, make connections, or add to others students’ ideas.
· Have students post their poems and inferences around the room.

	Additional Notes
	This lesson will be extended the following day in guided reading groups using a similar format but varied poems.  
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